386                             LORD ODO RUSSELL

but he did not return. A messenger sent to the hotel brought
back the news that he had left at the usual time in a carriage
hired from the hotel. The next day a telegram came from him
at Brussels, expressing regrets and asking for the bags. Further
inquiries were made at the hotel, where it was asserted that he
had dined and drunk but little wine, leaving the hotel quite
sober, and instructing the driver to call at the Embassy on the
way to the station.

Lord Odo sent for the driver and questioned him carefully.
He said he often drove the Queen's messenger from the hotel
to the Embassy and then to the railway station and he perfectly
remembered taking up the messenger and bringing him at his
own request to the door of the Embassy. He waited for some
time, but Captain Ball did not get out so he got off the box to
ask if he should ring the bell. He was told to drive on to the
station. He did so, helping with the luggage, received his fare
and returned to his stables. He was sure the messenger was
perfectly sober.

No light was thrown upon the mysterious affair at the station,
and Lord Odo Russell, despite all assertions to the contrary,
was driven to conclude that Captain Ball must have been
intoxicated.

". . . Although I have known him for twenty years," he wrote,
"as a punctual, reliable and trustworthy messenger, I greatly
fear that on this occasion his loss of memory must have been
caused by the use of some stimulants \vhich the cold and stormy
state of the night of the 7 instant may have tempted him to have
resorted to on starting from his hotel, and the effects of which
may have been aggravated by the loss of his purse.

Whether this impression, which is certainly not proved by the
evidence collected at Berlin, be correct or not, the messenger's
omission to call for the bags deserves a severe reprimand, and
the deduction from his salary of Mr* Bering's expenses to
London."*

And that is where it must be left.
If Lord Odo Russell was an ideal chief, he was no less popular
with his colleagues.   His generosity of mind left him no room
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